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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Langport  Rural  District  Council. 
Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  first  Annual  Report  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  tho  Langport  Rural  District.  In  view 
of  tho  fact  that  I  did  not  commence  my  duties  until  September,  a  good 
deal  of  tho  work  rocordod  in  this  roport  was  directed  by  Dr.  P.P.  Pox, 
I  havo  therefore  refrained  from  making  any  major  alterations  in  its 
form. 

Shortage  of  housing  accommodation  still  remains  tho  most 
serious  public  health  problem  in  the  area.  Houses  aro  urgently  re¬ 
quired  to  replace  thoso  that  are  insanitary  and  to  alleviate  over¬ 
crowding. 

As  a  result  of  negotiations  with  the  Ministry  of  Health 
during  the  year,  it  is  hoped  that  work  on  tho  now  w atcr  supply  scheme 
for  tho  Eastern  Parishes  will  commence  during  1948. 

There  was  no  epidemic  of  serious  consoqucnco  during  tho 
year.  A  considerable  number  of  suspect  cases  of  infantile  paralysis 
were  reported,  but  on  investigation,  only  throe  cases  wore  proved  to 
bo  suffering  from  the  disease.  In  general,  tho  vital  statistics 
represent  a  further  stop  forward  on  tho  road  to  bettor  health. 

I  have  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  tho  Council 
for  their  confidence  and  support,  also  my  fellow  officials  for  their 
assistance  willingly  given, 

I  am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


JOHN  M.  AITKEN. 
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SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  •••  » •  •  •••  . • *  i 

Regis trar-Gcnoral ' s  estimate  of 

(a)  Resident  Population,  mid  1947  ) 

(b)  Average  Population  appropriate  to  the) 

calculation  of  the  death  rates  ,  ) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (  end  of  1947  )  according 
to  Rato  Books .  ... 

Ratoablo  Value  • .  • 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


0  •  t 
•  o  • 


0  •  • 


57,122  Acres . 


12,340 


3,840 

£51,899 

£227 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births 


Still  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate , 


Deaths 


Total . 

220 

11 

6 

1 

170 


M. 

105 

6 

4 

1 

86 


F. 

115 

5 


84 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population 
Rate 

Still  Birth/per  1,000  Total  (  Live  and  Still  )  Births 
Death  Rato  per  1,000  estimated  average  population 
Death  from  Puerperal  Causes.  Deaths 


No.  29. 
No.  30. 


Puerperal  Sepsis.  ) 

Other  Puerperal  Causes.) 


1 


18.7 
17.02 

13.7 

Rato  per  1,000 
Total  Births 
(Live  and  Still) . 

4.25 


Death  Rato  of  Infants  under  one  Year  of  Ago 


All  infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  30 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  Live  Births  27 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Eirths ,  91 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (  all  ages  )  17 

"  Measles  (  all  ages  )  Nil 

"  Whocping  Cough  (  all  ages  )  Nil 

"  Diarrhoea  (  under  2  years  of  age  )  Nil 


Causes  of  Deaths. 


Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Tuberculoses  of  Respiratory  System 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

Influenza 

Cancer 

Diabetes 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 
Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 


Year  1946 

M .  F . 

1 

2  2 

1  2 

1 

1  2 

8  15 

7  10 

18  25 

5  2 


Year  1947 . 

M.  F. 


1  2 


1 

7  10 

1 

12  18 

21  29 

4  3 


i 
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Causes  of  Death  -  cont. 

Year 

1946. 

Year 

1947  o 

M. 

P. 

M. 

F . 

Bronchitis 

3 

3 

2 

5 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Other  Respiratory  diseases 

mm 

2 

3 

- 

Diarrhoea  under  2  yoars 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Digestive  Diseases 

- 

- 

4 

- 

Nephritis 

3 

7 

2 

5 

Maternal  Causes 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Premature  Birth 

5 

1 

3 

1 

Congenital  Malformation  Birth  Injuries 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Suicide 

- 

1 

2 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Other  Violent  Causes 

2 

2 

3 

- 

All  Other  Causes 

9 

11 

14 

7 

69 

90 

86 

84 

SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  OP  THE  AREA. 


1. 


2. 


(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(b)  Sanitary  Inspectors , 


Dr.  J.M.  Aitken  succeeded  Dr. 
P.P.  Pox  as  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  on  September  1st  1947. 
No  change. 


(a)  Laboratory  Facilities,  ) 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities,  ) 

(c)  Clinic.  )  No  change. 

(d)  Nursing.  ) 

(e)  Hospital.  ) 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA . 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

1.  COMPTON  DURVILLE. 

This  source  provides  water  for  five  Parishes.  The  supply 
is  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity.  Bacteriological  examinations 
are  made  monthly.  The  results  are  very  satisfactory. 

2.  LYTES  CARY. 

This  source  provides  water  for  three  Parishes,  one  of  which 
is  in  the  Rural  District  of  Yeovil.  At  times  slight  contamination 
is  prosent  and  the  water  is  regularly  chlorinated.  Bacteriological 
examinations  are  made  monthly,  and  the  results  are  very  satisfactory. 

3.  WESTERN  PARISHES. 

Two  sources  of  supply  provide  water  for  the  nine  Parishes, 
(a)  Adit  to  Barrington,  (b)  70,000  gallons  supplied  daily  by  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  Chard,  The  yield  from  the  Adit  at 
Barrington  has  shown  a  decline  for  several  years.  The  deficiency  is 
made  up  by  Chard  R.D.C.  Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  of  the 
Barrington  supply  monthly,  the  results  being  satisfactory.  The 
water  supplied  from  Chard  is  chlorinated, 

4.  LONG  SUTTON. 

This  source  supplies  the  Parish  of  Long  Sutton  with  an 
average  of  10,000  gallons  daily.  A  chlorinating  plant  is  constantly 
in  use.  Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  monthly,  the  results 
being  satisfactory. 

5.  The  Bacteriological  Analysis  of  the  Supplies  not  chlorinated 
and  the  supplies  chlorinated  all  show  the  same  degree  of  quality. 

6.  During  the  summer  and  autumn  months  the  yield  from  the 
springs  at  Lytes  Cary  fell  to  such  an  extent  that  the  supply  at 
Somerton  had  to  be  augmented.  The  water  for  this  purpose  being  pumped 
partly  from  the  Council’s  well  at  Pound  Pool  and  partly  from  the  bore¬ 
hole  on  the  site  of  the  bombod  Cow  and  G-ate  Factory,  and,  after 
chlorination,  injected  into  the  public  mains.  The  curtailment  of 

the  hours  of  supply  was  necessary  for  several  months  in  spite  of  the 
additional  water  obtained  from  those  sources.  The  supply  from  Compton 
Durville  to  Langport,  Huish  Episcopi,  and  Allor  has  been,  and  will 
continue  to  be  restricted  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  existing  pipe  line 
from  Stembridge,  Kingsbury  Episcopi  to  Huish  Episcopi  Boosting  Station 
is  inadequate  to  carry  the  quantity  of  water  now  required  from  this 
Boosting  Station.  The  supply  was  also  restricted  at  Long  Sutton 
during  the  summer  and  autumn  owing  to  the  reduced  yield  from  the  well 
during  the  exceptionally  dry  summer. 

7.  Practically  all  stand  pipes  have  been  dispensed  with  where 
a  piped  supply  is  available  and  the  supply  is  direct  to  the  house. 

92%  of  the  houses  are  connected. 

8.  During  the  year  many  requests  were  received  from  owners  of 
wells  in  the  Eastern  Parishes,  as  a  result  of  which  the  following  Water 
Samples  were  taken 

Bacteriological  34 
Chemical  9 


43 


' 
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9.  A  scheme  to  supply  the  Eastern  Parishes,  comprising  the 

villages  of  Bahcary,  Barton  St.  David,  Charlton  Mackrell,  Compton 
Dundon,  High  Ham,  Keinton  Mandeville  and  Pitney,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  £261,  512  is  being  considered  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  the  County  Council.  This  scheme  having  been  divided  into  three 
stages.  Stage  1,  the  sinking  of  the  new  30"  borehole  at  Compton 
Durville  was  carried  out,  and  the  pumping  test  proved  entirely^satis- 
factory.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  will  approve  the 
commencment  of  Stage  II  early  in  1948.  This  stage  of  the  scheme 
includes  the  provision  of  trunk  mains,  reservoirs,  pumping  and 
boosting  plants  together  with  the  extension  of  the  supply  mains  to 
High  Ham  and  Pitney,  and  when  comploted  will  eliminate  the  restrictions 
on  the  supply  to  Langport,  Huish  Episcopi  and  Aller.  It  is 
anticipated  that  when  Stage  III  is  carried  out  that  water  will  be 
made  available  to  augment  the  Somerton  and  Long  Sutton  Supplies. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


The  only  portions  of  the  District  w here  sewerage  systems 
oxist  aro:- 

1.  SOMERTON,  where  about  4/5ths  of  tho  dwelling  houses  are 
drained  and  conveyed  to  tho  sewerage  field  where  downward  intermittent 
filtration  is  carried  out.  Tho  irrigation  works  at  tho  above  Farm 
have  been  considerably  improved  by  the  addition  of  noarly  2  acres  of 
land.  The  result  of  offluont  supplies  collected  at  the  outfall  before 
passing  into  tho  River  Cary  has  boon  satisfactory. 

2.  KINGSBURY  EPISCOPI  AND  EAST  LAMBROOK.  Tho  scheme  for  this 
Parish  approved  in  193'6,  has  given  satisfactory  results.  The  majority 
of  the  houses  on  tho  line  of  Sewer  are  connected. 

3 *  CURRY  RIVEL.  Tho  Sewerage  Scheme  approved  in  1937  and  com¬ 

pleted  in  1938  is  working  satisfactorily.  Owing  to  tho  war  not  all 
the  houses  on  tho  lino  of  Sower  are  yet  connected. 

Samples  at  the  outfalls  of  Kingsbury  Episcopi  and  Curry 
Rivel  are  regularly  collected,  the  results  from  both  schemes  being 
satisfactory. 


- 
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SECTION  C .  cont . 
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3.  (1)  Closot  Accommodation.  ••• 

(2)  Public  Cleansing.  ... 

( 3)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  . 

Inspections  for  nuisances. . 
Informal  Notices.  ... 

Drainage  Tests  and  Inspect! 

Houses  disinfected...  ... 

Shops  and  Offices  . 

Smoke  Abatements  .  ...  ... 


No  change. 

21  Closets  converted  from  privies 
to  W ,C .  systems . 

ea 


...  24 

...  18 

s . . .  100 

...  14 

...  No  action  was  taken  during 
the  year  under  the  Shops 
Acts  1934. 

...  No  serious  cases  of  smoke 

nuisance  wore  reported  during 
the  year. 


SECTION  D. 

14  now  council  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year.  Five 
houses  are  still  temporarily  in  use  although  condemned. 

Housing  Inspections.!  Including  houses  surveyed  in  connection  with  the 
Hobhouso  Report,) 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  Housing 

defects  (under  P.H,  or  Housing  Acts.)  ...  ...  ...  100 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose.  ...  ...  100 


2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  wore  inspected  and  recorded  under  H.  Con.  Reg. 

1925  and  1932.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  86 

(c)  Number  of  houses  in  which  no  action  was  found  necessary  2 


3,  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (  exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head  )  found  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  75 

Housing  Action. 

(a)  Number  of  defective'  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  their  officers.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(b)  Number  of  houses  demolished  voluntarily  or  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  ... 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year . 


Proceedings  under  Lections  9, 
Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 


10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936.  Nil. 


Proceedings 

Proceedings 


under  Sections  11,  13  and  26  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936.  One 

under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  Nil. 


/ 
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Housing  Act,  1956  -  Overcrowding . 

Thero  is  still  somo  unavoidable  but  highly  undesirable 
overcrowding. 


SECTION  E  -  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD, 
a )  Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  Producers  on  the  Register  ...  .. 

Number  of  Distributors  on  the  Register...  .. 

(divided  as  follows  ) 

(1)  Distributors  only  ...  ...  ...  . 

(2)  Distributors  who  aro  also  Producers  ...  .. 


475 

127 

2 

125 


The  following  Milk  Samples  wore  taken  during  1947 : 

Ungraded  ...  ...  5 
Pasteurised  ...  ...  18 
Tubercle  Bacilli  ...  55 


78 


b)  Moat  and  other  Foods . 

Number  of  Slaughterhouses  licensed  ...  ...  12 

Number  in  use  under  the  Ministry  of  Food...  ...  Nil 

During  the  year  68  ^visits  wero  made  in  connection  with  the 
examination  of  meat  and  other  foods. 

Number  of  Knackers  Yards  in  use  ...  ...  ...  1 


SECTION  F. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES . 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  following  inoculations  were  given  during  1947s- 

1st  and  2nd.  3rd. 

5-14  years . 


Undor  5  years 

111 


48 


5-14  years 

124 


Notifiable  Diseases 


Total 

cases 

Cas 

os  admitted 

Total 

Disease . 

notified 

to 

Is  olation 

Deaths . 

1946. 

1947 

• 

Hospital . 

Diphtheria 

1 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

7 

2 

— 

Measles 

6 

108 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

21 

24 

- 

- 

Chicken  Pox 

25 

11 

- 

— 

Malaria 

1 

- 

u 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

2 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

- 

- 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

6 

3 

2 

mm 

Cerebral  Spinal  Meningitis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Encephalitis  Lothargica 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

4 

8 

mm 

- 

Erysipelas 

■* 

1 

1 

Analysis  of  the  Total  Cases 

Notified . 

Under  1-2 

2-3  3-4 

4-5  5 

-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-35 

35-45  45-65 

1  yr.  yrs 

,yrs .yrs 

.yrs  . 

yrs 

.  yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs  . 

yrs.  yrs. 

Scarlet  Fever  -  1 

mm 

3 

2 

1 

mm  mm 

Measles  -  8 

5  8 

10 

53 

14 

5 

3 

2 

Whooping  Cough  3  3 

4  1 

- 

9 

2 

- 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

mm  mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Pneumonia 

mm  mm 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

5 

Acute  Poliomyelitis- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Chicken  Pox 

1 

- 

4 

2 

- 

3 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS  . 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Won 

Non . 

Age 

Period. 

Respiratory 

.  Re 

spiratory . 

Res 

piratory 

Respiratory 

* 

M. 

F. 

M . 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Under  1 

- 

_ 

mm 

mm 

mm 

mm  mm 

1 

-  5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

mm 

mm  mm 

5 

-  15 

- 

_ 

5 

■1 

mm 

mm  mm 

15 

-  25 

2 

3 

1 

mm 

mm 

mm  mm 

25 

-  35 

1 

mm 

tmt 

Bm 

mm  mm 

35 

-  45 

- 

— 

mm 

mm 

m , 

1 

mm  mm 

45 

-  55 

1 

— 

mm 

mm 

mm 

mm  mm 

55 

-  65 

1 

1 

mm 

mm 

1 

1 

mm  mm 

65 

&  Upwards 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm  mm 

TOTAL 

5 

4 

6 

1 

1 

2 

- 

TOTAL  New  Cases.  17  Deaths.  3. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1957 


Part  1  of  tho  Act . 

Inspections  for  tho  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (  including  in 
spoctions  mado  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  ) 


Promises  * 


Numb  c-r 

on  _ _ Number  of _ . 

Rogistor.  Inspections,  Written  Occupiers 

Notices  prosocutod. 


( I)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4,  and  19  5 

6  ore  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  , 

(II)  Factories  not  included 

in  (l)  in  which  Section  59  11 

V  is  enforced  by  tho 
Local  Authority. 


TOTAL 

78 

16 

- 

2.  OASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE 

FOUND 

Particulars . 

Found j  Remedied. 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.IvI. 

Inspector .Inspector 

Number  of 
cases  in 
.which  pros¬ 
ecutions  were 
instituted . 

Want  of  cleaniness. 

7 

7 

m0  mi 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences, 
not  separate  for  sexes 

.  1 

1 

1 

- 

TOTAL 

8 

8 

1 

- 

PART  8  OF  THE  ACT. 
OUTWORK 

(  Sections  110  and  111  ) 


Nature  of  Work.  No.  of  out-  No  of  casos  No  of  pros-  Notices  Pros- 

workers  in  of  default  ocutions  served,  ecutions 

August.  List  in  sending  for  failure 
required  by  lists  to  the  to  supply 
Sect,  110  Council.  lists, 

U)  (o)  (3) 


Wearing  Apparal, 

making  etc:  348 


TOTAL 


348 


•O' 


T 


Thirty  two  milk  sample  results  were  to  hand  during  the  year 
as  follows!- 

6  Accredited  milk  test  samples?  all  satisfactory. 

36  routine  samples,  32  satisfactory,  while  4  did  not  satisfy 

the  Methylene  Blue  Test, 
although  clear  of  CoUform . 

Broadly  speaking,  the  standard  of  cleanliness  of  the 
milk  supply  from  the  area  is  fairly  satisfactory. 

The  hulk  of  milk  retailed  in  the  area  is  now  pasteurised 
with  a  limited  quantity  of  T„T.  raw  milk  retailed  in  some  villages. 

Meat  and  Pood  Inspections. 

The  district  meat  supply  is  issued  as  before  from  the 
area  slaughterhouse  at  Oonsett,  and  has  occasioned  little  reason 
for  complaint  as  regards  quality. 

Oertainly  the  mode  of  delivery  can  he  improved,  because 
neitkor  the  covering  of  the  meat  nor  a  stipulation  as  to  the  outer 
garment:  or  head  covering  to  he  worn  by  the  waggon  employees  seems 
to  he  any  nearer  solution  than  it  was  during  the  war  years.  Sides 
of  beef  trailed  over  the  floor  of  the  waggon,  such  floor  having  been 
traversed  by  the  men,  can  be  seen  every  week  and  the  adaptation  of 
vehicles  wherein  the  meat  is  hung  instead  of  being  piled  on  the 
floor,  is  rare.  Washable  meat  wrappers,  clean  uniform  overalls, 
and  head  coverings  for  the  men  can  hardly  be  an  unsurmount able 
obstacle  now,  so  that  the  doctrine  of  preaching  hygiene  to  food- 
handlers  generally,  can  be  upheld  by  example  of  a  Ministry 
undertaking,  which  after  all  was  a  pre-war  measure,  recognised 
and  accepted  by  the  industry,  but  allowed',  to  fall  into  disuse 
during  the  war  years.  Time  spent  in  teaching  the  essentiality 
of  clean  handling  of  food  is  well  spent,  and  generally  speaking 
has  been  well  received.  Experience  shows  that  the  completeness 
of  the  scheme  failed,  when  it  comes  to  transport  of  the  goods,  because 
so  often  the  vehicle  in  design  offers  a  minimum1  of  opportunity  to 
clean  handling  and  there  is  certainly  room  for  improvement  on  this 
phase  in  the  field  of  meat  and  confectionery  trades. 

In  connection  with  the  school  meals  service,  two  kitchens 
now  operate  in  the  area  to  serve  schools  in  and  around  the  area 
of  the  kitchens  including  schools  outside  the  area. 

Of  works  canteens,  the  two  largest  are  associated  with 
the  collieries  at  Burnhope  and  Langley  Park,  and  occasionally 
the  department  is  called  in  to  advis^  on  matters  arising  from  the 
conditions  of  supplies  to  the  premises. 

SCHEDULE  OF  FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED  AS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION. 


COMMODITY 

No.' 

CAUSE 

WEIGHT. 

(lbs) 

Beef 

— 

Decomposition  &  Taint 

1633 

Bacon 

- 

Putrefectivd  Condition 

18 

Corned  Beef 

Damaged  &  Punctured  Tins 

33 

Uncooked  Ham 

- 

Rancid  and  Mites 

88 

Tinned  Meats 

38 

punctured  <&  Blown  Tins 

431 

Tinned  Fish 

20 

11  t)  It  1! 

9 

Tinned  Vega  tallies 

7C 

it  tt  tt  u 

1;  06# 

Tinned  Milica 

IT 

it  it  it  it 

14* 

Tinned  Jams 

60 

it  it  it  it 

60 

Tinned  Fruits 

11 

it  it  tt  it 

2C4 

Dried  Fruits 

- 

Mould- 

25 

Sweets 

— 

Mould 

3 

Flour 

Mould 

3 

Cereals 

- 

Mould 

% 

Tonic  Wine 

1 

Sour 

TOTAL. 

261 

5901b s. 
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